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Part Two: Reading Comprehension 

Passage 1 

     Scratchy throats, stuffy noses and body aches all spell misery, but being able to tell if 
the cause is a cold or flu may make a difference in how long the flu lasts. That's because 
the prescription drugs available for the flu need to be taken soon after the illness sets in, 
although the symptoms can be eased with over the counter medications. As for colds, the 
sooner a person starts taking over-the-counter remedy, the sooner relief will come. Cold 
symptoms such as stuffy nose, runny nose and scratchy throat typically develop gradually, 
and adults and teens often do not get a fever. On the other hand, fever is one of the 
characteristic features of the flu for all ages. And in general, flu symptoms including fever 
and chills, sore throat and body aches come on suddenly and are more severe than cold 
ones.  

1. According to the passage, knowing the cause of scratchy throats and body aches ---------. 

A) reduces the likelihood of catching cold 
B) sometimes doesn't help patients lessen the severity of symptoms 
C) will shorten the duration of the flu 
D) prevents people from getting infected 

 
2.  According to the passage, to combat the flu effectively, -------------------. 

A) the virus which causes the disease has to be identified 
B) patients should only use over-the-counter medications 
C) one should take the necessary medications upon catching the disease 
D) there is no reason to see a doctor 
 
3.  It is pointed out in the reading that ------------. 

A) fever is the most important feature of a cold 
B) flu symptoms are not as severe as cold symptoms 
C) the flu can be prevented by the flu vaccine 
D) over-the-counter drugs can be taken to ease the misery caused by a cold or the flu 

 
4. Regarding the flu, It is pointed out that ----------------. 
A) Its symptoms typically develop gradually 
B) cold symptoms are more severe than flu symptoms 
C) fever is seen in people with the flu 
D) the sooner one starts taking OTC drugs, the sooner he will relief 
 
5. What does the pronoun "Ones" in last line refer to -------------. 
A) chills 
B) symptoms  

C) body aches 
D) drugs  
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Passage 2:         

      The influenza virus is a single molecule composed of millions of individual atoms. 
Although bacteria can be considered a type of plant, secreting poisonous substances into 
the body of the organism they attack, viruses are living organisms themselves. We may 
consider them regular chemical molecules since they have strictly defined atomic 
structure; but on the other hand, we must also consider them as being alive since they 
are able to multiply in unlimited quantities. An attack brought on by the presence of the 
influenza virus in the body produces a temporary immunity, but, unfortunately, the 
protection is against only the type of virus that caused the influenza. 
       Because the disease can be produced by any one of three types, referred to as A, B, 
or C, and many varieties within each type, immunity to one virus will not prevent infection 
by other types or strains. Finally, because a virus may periodically change characteristics, 
'the problem of mutation makes it difficult to carry out a successful immunization 
program. Vaccines are often ineffective against newly evolving strains. Approximately 
every ten years, worldwide epidemics of influenza called pandemics occur.  

6. Which of the following can be considered the main topic of the passage? 

(A) The Influenza Virus 
(B) Immunity to Disease 
(C) Bacteria and Viruses 
(D) Chemical Molecules 

 

7. According to this passage, ……………… 

(a) bacteria are not as poisons as viruses 
(b) bacteria are as small as viruses 
(c) approximately every ten years, influenza epidemics occur 
(d) an attack of the influenza virus produces a temporary immunity 

 

8. The atomic structure of viruses ……………. 

(a) is variable 
(b) is specifically characterized 
(c) cannot be analyzed chemically 
(d) is more complex than that of bacteria 

 

9. The author says that viruses are alive, because ……….. 

(a) they have a complex atomic structure 
(b) they can move 
(c) they have the power of reproduction 
(d) they need warmth and light 

 

10. According to the passage, how does the body react to the influenza virus? 
(a) it prevents further infection to other types and strains of the virus 
(b) it produces immunity to the type and strain of virus that invaded it 
(c) it becomes immune to types a, b, c, but not to various strains within the types 
(d) after a temporary immunity, it becomes even more susceptible to other types 
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Passage 3 

Although pathogenic organisms constantly alight on the skin, they find it a very 

unfavorable environment and, in the absence of injury, have great difficulty colonizing it. This 

“self-sterilizing” capacity of the skin results from the tendency of all well-developed 

ecosystems toward homeostasis, or the maintenance of the status quo. 

Species that typically live in soil, water, and elsewhere rarely multiply on the skin. 

Undamaged skin is also unfavorable to most human pathogens. The skin is too acid and too 

arid for some species. The constant shedding of the surface skin layers further hinders the 

establishment of invaders. The most interesting defense mechanism, however, results from 

the metabolic activities of the resident flora. Unsaturated fatty acids, an important 

component of the lipids in sebum collected from the skin surface, inhibit the growth of several 

bacterial and fungal cutaneous pathogens. These acids are a metabolic product of certain 

gram-positive members of the cutaneous community, which break down the more complex 

lipids in freshly secreted sebum. 

11. The primary purpose of the passage is to 

(A) detail the ways in which bacteria and fungi can be inhibited 

(B) describe mechanisms by which the skin protects itself against pathogens 

(C) analyze the methods whereby biological systems maintain the status quo 

(D) provide a specific example of the skin’s basic defenses against pathogens 

12. The “resident flora” mentioned in line 16 refer to 

(A) “Unsaturated fatty acids”  

(B) “sebum collected from the skin surface” 

(C) “bacterial and fungal cutaneous pathogens”  

(D) “certain gram-positive members of the cutaneous community” 

13. Among the natural defenses of the skin against pathogenic organisms are all of 

the following EXCEPT the …………. 

(A) dryness of the skin 

(B) acidity of the skin 

(C) tendency of the pathogens toward homeostasis 

(D) metabolic breakdown of lipids 

11. The author presents her material in which of the following ways? 

(B) Presenting a phenomenon and then analyzing reason for it 

(C) Providing information and then drawing a conclusion from it 

(D) Making a general statement and then arguing by analogy 

(E) Making an inference and then developing it by illustration 

11. In line 2, the word “ it " refers to ……………… 

(a) injury 

(b) the skin 

(c) pathogenic 

(d) unfavorable environment 
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Passage Four 

           People have been donating blood since the early twentieth century to help accident 

victims and patients undergoing surgical procedures. Usually a pint of whole blood is donated, 

and it is then divided into platelets, white blood cells, and red blood cells. People can donate 

blood (for red blood cells) about once every two months.  Transfusing the blood from the donor 

to the recipient is straightforward. It involves taking the blood from a donor's arm vein by 

means of a hypodermic syringe. The blood flows through a plastic tube to a collection bag or 

bottle that contains sodium citrate, which prevents the blood from clotting. 

     When the blood is given to a patient, a plastic tube and hypodermic needle are connected to 

the recipient's arm. The blood flows down from the container by gravity. This is a slow process 

and may last as long as 2 hours to complete the infusion of blood into the recipient. The patient 

is protected from being infected during the transfusion. Only sterile containers, tubing, and 

needles are used, and this helps ensure that transfused or stored blood is not exposed to disease-

causing bacteria. Negative reactions to transfusions are not unusual. The recipient may suffer 

an allergic reaction or be sensitive to donor leukocytes.  

16. The word " donating " in line one can be associated with ….. 

(a) administration 

(b) transfusion 

(c) distribution 

(d) transition 

17. In line 7, the word “ which " refers to ……………… 

(a) the blood 

(b) a plastic tube 

(c) a collection bag or bottle 

(d) sodium citrate 

18. According to the passage, how often can people donate blood for red blood cells? 

(a) every four months 

(b) every three months 

(c) every two months 

(d) every month  

19. All of the following are implied from the reading selection EXCEPT: 

(a) clotting is prevented in the blood container 

(b) negative reactions to transfusions may happen 

(c) the recipient will suffer an allergic reaction 

(d) complete infusion of blood into the recipient may take 120 minutes 

20. Which of the following can be implied from the passage? 

(a) Transfusing blood is a dangerous process. 

(b) Donating blood benefits mankind. 

(c) Clotting cannot be prevented. 

(d) Freezing blood destroys platelets. 


